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times the strangers are very wrong; but often they
are right and helpful. In either case they show a
healthy interest in the use of language and encourage
care in the writer. I suggest that the same attention
be paid to the language of politics and k public life ?
and journalism and business, in which more words are
flung about in a single day than all the modern novel-
ists by massed contemporaneous effort could distribute
in a whole year. The late Prime Minister himself was
criticized for the form as much as for the substance
of certain speeches. Whether that was just or not
we do not know (and it might be argued that some
of the critics were heaving boulders in a glass-house),
but the principle was sound. If interruptions concern-
ing petty points of policy are permissible at public
meetings, let us from time to time have interventions
in the great cause of words, thus :
Speaker. I say that by his speech at the Corn
Exchange my opponent is deliberately sabotaging the
Peace issue!
A Voice.   Why?
Speaker.   Because the League of Nations-----
Interrupter. I meant, c Why do you use such extra-
ordinary language?'
Speaker. I use the language of Idealism, the
language of Hope, the language ol the toiling
masses-----
Interrupter.   No,  you   don't.    The   toiling  masse?